71           -    TESTIMONY OF PITT AND BURKE              127

personages from seats in Parliament. Walpole insisted
that all these gentlemen should be sound Whigs. To
that extent, acting especially on the owners of boroughs,
he systematically affected the disinterestedness and in-
dependence of the House of Commons.

Walpole has no doubt suffered much in the opinion
of posterity, as the supposed author of the shallow and
cynical apophthegm, that "every man has his price."
People who know nothing else about Walpole, believe
and repeat this about him. Yet the story is a pure
piece of misrepresentation, He never delivered himself
of that famous slander on mankind. One day, mocking"]
the flowery and declamatory professions of some of the
patriots in opposition, ho insisted on finding self-interest or
family interest at the bottom of their fine things, " All
these men" he said, "have their price," "As to the
revolters," ho told the king, " I know the reasons and I
know the price of every one .of them." Nor was he
wrong, as time showed. It was not a general but a
particular proposition, and as a particular proposition it
was true. When an honest man came in his way,
Walpole know him well enough. " I will not say," ho
observed, "who is corrupt, but I will say who is not,
and that is Shippon." And yet " honest Shippen " was
one of the stoutest of his opponents.

The absence of any tangible evidence of novel,
extraordinary, lavish, and widespread parliamentary
corruption on Walpolo's part, only coincides with the
best positive testimony that we can get, Pitt, who was
one of the moat vehement promoters of the Secret
Committee, five years later publicly acquitted Walpole
of the worst of the charges brought against him, ind excluded a certain number of subordinateres prove too much, Wo may admit that the
